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5.   The Government is so sinful, that its sins will recoil on its own
head and it will perish like the Roman and the Egyptian Empires.
There is in the foregoing extracts nothing, that hundreds of
speakers including myself have not said on various occasions and
from a thousand platforms. There is only one sentence to which
an objection may properly be taken, and that is No. 7 in speech
No. 2. The charge docs occur in the statements made before the
Congress Committee. But it is against individuals and not against
a whole corporation. The Government could not properly be
described to have "caused" the infamous barbarity, as the Govern-
ment can be said to have made India crawl on her belly in that
lane in Amritsar. But it is not for the inaccuracy or the over-
colouring that the Pandit has been sentenced. His is a severe but
accurate indictment covering eighteen charges in three speeches.
And almost every one of them can be sustained. The speaker has
been impartial in his condemnation, as shown by his reference to
the Marwaris and the Japanese. It must moreover be remem-
bered, that the speaker spoke in Hindi, and the extracts are given
without their context. The lesson, however, for us workers is to
continue to do our work fearlessly and earn imprisonment, even
as Pandit Gokulji and many others have done.
THE NAGPUR PLEADERS
The pleaders of Nagpur have done well through the ordeal
to which its Sessions Judge subjected them. He required non-co-
operating pleaders to show the consistency between their suspen-
sion and their oath as lawyers. All of them said, that they had
suspended in obedience to the Congress call Mr. Mahomed Sami-
ulla Khan added, that his declaration of allegiance was subordi-
nate to allegiance to God and His Prophet, which latter nothing
could override. Mr. Narayanrao T, Vaidya said, that times had
very much changed, that the oath of allegiance would have to be
changed to suit the circumstances and that otherwise no self-
respecting lawyer would care to practise in any British Court. The
lawyers deserve congratulations on their fearless attitude. Times
are indeed gone, when people could be frightened into slavish sub-
mission. Man does not live by bread alone. He has at his disposal
a sustenance far richer than the richest bread can afford.
Toting India, 1-9-1921